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BLFA has been serving the needs of the Greater Brandon, Florida area art community since 1959.
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Join us onJuly 21, 2025, 6:30 p.m.

Letter from the President

One of the big conversations that develop among
fellow artists and even non-artist friends, is the
ominous wave of Artificial Intelligence produced art.

As a nominal history buff, | try to immerse myself
into another time and attempt visualization of the
predicaments of folks now long gone.

Using a factory generated screw instead of a wooden
dowel, abandoning a formerly lucrative skill making
horse related accessories and carriages for a spot at
the car manufacturer, leaving the candle maker's shop
for that new career as an electrician.

This world changes for sure, but the craving to connect
with another human being is always hidden inside.
Reflect on your own accumulation of inspiration for
the creations as an artist..throwaway observations
while sitting at a park, memories of love gone away, the
eager attention of a favored kitten, huge wins, tragic
losses, and yes, sometimes a spark of imagination
formed from another artist’s work.

As anyone who's been in this place any amount of

This month’s meeting will feature
Secret Square

Members will be given specially sized paper and a
portion of a photo. Participants will create a rendition of
the photo section (any medium is encouraged).

Guests are always welcome! After all are done they will be placed together in special
order to reveal the overall artwork! Colored pencils and
paper willbe provided. However, participants may use any
Creative Junk Therapy medium they wish but must bring it to the activity. If time

776 W. Lumsden Road permits, we will have a show and tell on photographing
your own art for reproduction or display.

time, you never know how things will go. May |
speculate that a thoughtful public will rekindle its
desire for a warm beating heart, rather than the hum
of a cold unloving mechanism?

Check your pulse, you know who you are.

David Bodo, President
Brandon League of Fine Arts
bodoartworks@gmail.com
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Current Board Members & Chairs

Directors
DavidBodo ........................ President
Guylearn.................... Vice President
KarenKoseck ...................... Treasurer
Carol Stebbins .................. ... Secretary
Key Chairpersons
Photographer..................... Guy Learn
Membership.................. Carol Stebbins
Website/Newsletter.............. David Bahm
Refreshments................. Carol Stebbins
BLFAShows ...................... Guy Learn
Revolving Exhibits. ......... Roxanne Tobaison

Marsha Nelson, back up

A call to any members for your magical
talents in helping the League!

Love talking to people? We need more
Community Outreach for regular advertising
on social media, website and in-person
promotions. Also need a Munchie Manager -
someone to coordinate the refreshments we
all enjoy each meeting.

Have ideas and want to help BLFA grow?
We need your help!

Please contact the board members for info.
BLFABrandon@gmail.com!

Brandon League of Fine Arts

Plant City Main Street Art in the Park

is set to blossom with creativity on
November 22nd, 2025.
Hours will be 10 am to 7 pm.

Participants need to sign up to reserve a booth.
They sell out fast, so reserve yours!

For more information:
www.plantcitymainstreet.org/art-in-the-park

WHAT'S COMING UP?

From Refreshments
We will have an August Exhibit reception
upcoming at our August 18, 6:30 PM
general meeting. As always, thanks to
our members' generous contributions of
snacks; we appreciate this effort so much!

Show and Tell
Guy Learn will share his expertise with us!
Show and Tell opportunities are available
in September, October and December
at the general meetings. Please email
BLFABrandon@gmail.com to secure a spot.
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PERSPECT!\ /ES

This month we turn the spotlight on talented artist Guy Learn,
whose generous contributions of time and energy continue to support League activities.

(U)

Artist Guy Learn

An interview at Creative Junk Therapy, Brandon, FL

"'Radar’!” (AKA young Guy Learn,) "Show me the picture you traced this
drawing from!” demanded his drill sergeant, who, in a surprise inspection of the
barracks had discovered a pencil portrait Guy created and kept in his locker. Guy
assured his superior the portrait had not been traced, and proved it by producing
the original wallet-sized photo. After being shown art in a rival barracks, Guy was directed to assess art work
a fellow airman had painted. “Radar, can you make a better painting?!” “Sir, yes | can!” Guy confidently replied,
and subsequently delivered, to the satisfaction of his art loving officer. Details in some of his later works were so
accurate they included Secret classified images! Guy laughingly relates from that day on, creating art became
his main duty, which kept him from assigned KP and other mundane details.

Guy'sfirstinterestinartbeganinthe sixthgrade, when
he wanted to impress a girl who would appreciate his
artistic talent. She and guy became friends as a result,
and art became part of Guy's life thereafter.

Until he joined the Air Force at age 17, he grew up
outside Pittsburgh, PA, the middle child of four
siblings. He is the son of an international archery
champion, his mother, who has won many awards.
Guy also became a skilled archer, and worked to
perfect his technique until, he admits, "I realized | had
done all | could with archery, and decided instead to
perfect my artistic abilities.”

Ramstein Airbase in Germany provided Guy with an
opportunity to study art with a demanding teacher who
taught him valuable insight: that of self-constructive
criticism. To contrast, his high school art teacher, whose
personal bias against realistic art and devotion to abstract
art taught him to "hate Picasso.” Her skewed instruction
only strengthened Guy's resolve to paint and draw
images with heightened reality. His favorite artists include
Norman Rockwell, Peter Poskas, and Carl Brenders.

Guy's medium choices are oil, pencil/graphite, and
recently colored pencil. He does not work in mixed
media, and favors landscapes, nature and wildlife
rendered in gorgeous colors and detail. He also admits
to being a “Train Nut;" they show up rendered skillfully
in some paintings.
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When asked, it is his focus on adding the details of each artwork after
the initial subject is established that gives him the most satisfaction.
He recalls dismantling a pencil drawing's frame, glass, and mat to add
'missing’ details to what, for 30 years had been considered a completed
drawing. Guy's benchmark for perfection in his work demands that
there be 'nothing left to add’ to the piece, but admits, “To this day,
| still don't think I've completed a piece where | wouldn't change
something, if | were to do it over.”

Guy works from still images, pictures that he manipulates, combines, and rearranges until the image meets his
high standards. His paintings are the result of planning, and with a personal meaning. He mentions twenty years
of ideas he keeps on a list, which still await development.

On occasion, Guy will produce art for a friend or
colleague, but does not advertise or take commissions
as a rule. Anything Christmas is his favorite subject
matter, and Christmas cards are his oeuvre, his
masterpieces. In some homes his Christmas cards
remain on permanent display, which is a source of
pride for this reserved and talented artist.

Accolades: There are many! Aside from taking first
prize in a BLFA exhibit in 2023, Guy's early work was
published as Christmas art for the cover of the military
community's widely distributed Christmas editions--
The Kaiserslautern American (1983 & 1984), and The
SkyWrighter (The Wright-Patterson Air Force Base
paper) 1985, and last month won first prize in the
“Two-Dimensional Adult Accomplished” category of
the 2025 Air Force Art & Photo contest.
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Membership Application

Name: Phone:
Email: Website:
Medium(s):

How did you find BLFA?

Membership Type: O Individual $40 [ Family $50
Cash or Check only please. Make checks payable to BLFA. Please contact BLFA if you would like
information about volunteer opportunities. Email us at: BLFABrandon@gmail.com

ABOUT OUR UPCOMING ART SHOW

To increase the participation in the upcoming August show, we are making some
exceptions to the usual rules and details:

1) A member can submit up to 3 pieces of art if the combined square inches of all
3 pieces (including the frames) of all 3 pieces does not exceed 960 square inches.
(That's roughly 31"x31"). If you enter 3 pieces, the fee is $35.

2) We understand that some 3D works have sawtooth or screw-eyes and cannot be
adapted to conform with normal wire-hanging requirements. For such entries,
please contact the show chairman to see how we may be able to accommodate
such entries.

3) If you have a 3D piece that is older than 5 years but you have been unable to enter
it in previous 5 years due to show restrictions, we could wave the 5-year limit rule.

4) Unlike previous shows, we will accept entries that were done under in instructor
supervision so long as:
a. The piece is still your original work.
b. It is not from a class where all participants painted the same subject.
c. The instructor assistance was not “hand-on" help.

5) Rather than paying a judge for this show, winners will be determined by popular vote in a similar fashion to
the "People's Choice” award from the previous show.

6) Prize money will come from:
a. Entry Fees
b. Matching funds from the BLFA account

Take-in for the show will be Friday, August Ist, 1to 6 pm. If you have any difficulty meeting this time window,
please contact the show chairman: Guy Learn - archerguy@rocketmail.com
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Karen Koseck inspired us in an upcycled art competition.

June Meeting Photos

Participants split into teams and given a variety of materials
and one hour to create a finished piece of art.

Upcycled Art Competition

The finished pieces are on display to be voted on by the
public for best upcycled art.
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June Meeting Minutes
June 16, 2025

David Bodo (D. Bodo) opened the meeting at 6:47 PM, welcomed members and guests. D. Bodo then asked for
members to volunteer as Community Outreach Chair for the League, work with the local community publications,
organizations, and other contacts to acquaint them with League purpose, invite to attend a meeting, etc. He
asked for volunteers to email BLFABrandon@gmail.com with their interest and availability.

Guy Learn (GL) reviewed changes to the upcoming August BLFA exhibit rules, asked for input from members
if they planned to submit three-dimensional art work please let him know. He asked members to indicate what
time of day for intake, which would be in the first week of August. Members asked for clarification and additional
information regarding the exhibit rules. GL will send out the details to members as the date for exhibit approaches.

Carol Stebbins (CS) introduced visitor Charlotte DeMolay, who described her art work in mixed media, advised
she had been following BLFA on FB for a while, finally found time to attend a meeting. David and Jennifer Bahm
brought their niece Jasmine Siker, who is visiting them with her family, to the meeting. Visitors were welcomed
by the members.

D. Bodo collected for the 50/50 drawing, D. Bahm won $5 of the $10 pot.
Karen Koseck (KK) provided the Treasurer's report; bank balance is $4,575.03.

D. Bodo announced BLFA business cards with updated URL: BRANDONLEAGUEFINEARTS.com, and a QR code
for the new website are available for members to give to friends and those interested in learning more about
the League. GL has printed labels for both and painstakingly glued them to the back of the existing business
cards. This resulted in a savings to the League, and the ability to use the many previously printed cards without
purchasing new.

D. Bodo asked members to submit destinations for BLFA members to attend during the hot summer months.
KK announced she had a discussion with management at the Columbia Restaurant in Ybor City. She described
some of its historic features that members might be interested in seeing. KK asked members whether week or
weekend days would best suit their schedules. Discussion followed, some members work schedules prevented
attending on a week day. KK will send out additional information when available. GL suggested during the cooler
months attending a car show. DB advised he attended car shows and offered car owners portraits of themselves
with their car, found many were interested.

D. Bahm volunteered to produce the monthly newsletter, received thanks from the members for the offer. D.
Bahm advised he has long experience producing newsletters, graphic art design is his specialty.

D. Bodo explained the Wordplay exercise, passed out paper for members to write their word ‘inspiration,’ then
collected the slips of paper and redistributed for members to create art, bring to the next meeting.

KK then explained the evening's workshop. The teams were formed and materials were distributed to create
a shared art work. Members chose team names, were then given about 30 minutes to complete their group’s
piece. After completion, the teams were asked what was the inspiration for their image. KK asked if the teams
to allow their creations to be displayed at CJT.

Meeting adjourned 8:30 PM
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. Each is led by a BLFA member!
Classes at Creative Junk Therapy  For dates and times, visit

creativejunktherapy.org/our-events

nslructed by Roxnnng

Colored Pencils, Watercolor - ’
Pastels and More Open Studio \
Colored Pencil Basics £25 BYO Supplies ﬂm
ar Open Studio $5 supplies included ?;
ath Seturdoy 10:30 - 00 Learn watercolor d:'h.
s concepts, techniques 2
e g and develop your skills.
Drawing Beyond Basic Watercolor
Beginners and Beyond - .
dth Saturday 3-8pm 5\25 Per Pe.tmn"
$25 per sesson or 4 for $80 BYO Supplies ;
Explore different drowing e T plolar ;
rnediumms with new mg mu togo the i
subjects each class basics of walercolor.
[ - ]
Inspired Acrylic Painting 0il Painting

$15 per session or
&8§6 for 4 sessions

Wednesdays, 10:30-1:00

$28 BYO supplies
530 Supplies included

Joan ciher aspiring artists in
Ongoing class for beginners or this self dirseted group ta
more experienced painters paint, devalop and share oil
ting to o bayond the L pasnting lechniques and
In nerylie painting. napiration,
“supphes nol scluded
Beginner Watercolors

Kids Drawing

Develop Your Vision

3rd wWednesday S-7pm
$10 per session or 4 for $35

Kids learn basic drawing
techniques and develop

i Croabive Junk Theropy
3 ) g b -

$25 per person BYO supplies
+ 55 supplies included

thelr skill ond style

Art and Soul
: Storytellers
Collage |3 Unite
£35 - Supplies included FREE i
£ ath Fridoy Manthly S-7pm ¥
J::uhrmumuﬁ Storyteller meetup S-
it layered, multi medium collaborating resources, £
et ideas, stories and images %
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